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~^how C^xnibitd 
By HELEN M. GLOSTER 
lHE annual round of country agricultural shows will soon be with us. 
Who, among the readers of "Farm and 
Home" have ever considered becoming 
exhibitors? Probably very few. But there 
is always a first time for embarking on a 
new venture, so why not take an active 
part in your next local Show by becoming 
an exhibitor, and making at least one con-
tribution to the success of this important 
event? 
The aim of an exhibitor should not be 
merely to beat all rivals at a particular 
skill. This should be incidental. Your 
main purpose in exhibiting should be to 
play a part in making your local Show an 
unqualified success. However, by keen 
competition participants are encouraged 
to develop and improve their techniques 
in various skills. 
NEEDLEWORK 
Fancy Work and Handwork: 
With the increasing pace of modern life 
the skills required for hand embroidery, 
fancy work and handcrafts generally are 
in danger of becoming lost arts. With the 
coming of television and more varied in-
terests there is less time available for hand 
work. 
Each new model in sewing machines 
brings forth yet another new gadget for 
doing with the machine what was once 
done by hand, and while machine em-
broidery is undoubtedly a good substitute, 
it will never equal the beauty and perfec-
tion of good handwork. 
Handwork which is up to exhibition 
standard should be a combination of neat-
ness, cleanliness, accuracy and above all, 
artistry. 
First impressions are very important, so 
see that all your exhibits are presented as 
attractively as possible. They should all 
be spotlessly clean and well pressed with 
that "untouched" look so evident in the 
better type of bought merchandise. 
If you consider your handwork would 
be improved with laundering it is not up 
to exhibition standard. A skilful needle-
woman keeps her work spotlessly clean. 
An exhibit which requires folding should 
be folded very carefully so that embroidery 
shows to the best advantage. It should 
then be placed in an open cardboard box, 
covered with cellophane and if desired, 
finished off with a bow of ribbon. 
Small exhibits—doyleys, tray-cloths, 
table centres and similar articles—may be 
mounted on coloured paste-board or on 
white paste-board with a layer of coloured 
tissue paper under the embroidery to show 
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it off to better advantage. There are no 
set rules for background colour. However 
orange and tomato shades are recom-
mended as good colours for showing up 
white work to advantage. 
When attaching small exhibits to paste 
board, leave the lower edges free so that 
the wrong side of the work may be 
examined easily. 
Handkerchiefs may be folded into fancy 
folds with embroidered corners uppermost 
then mounted or boxed. A single handker-
chief may be mounted on a Christmas or 
birthday card if so desired. 
Always read the directions in the Show 
schedule very carefully and carry out the 
instructions to the letter. Many an ex-
hibitor has been disqualified through not 
paying sufficient attention to the rules as 
laid down by the Committee. 
In the embroidery sections aim at a good 
variety of stitches. See that the stitches 
you select are suitable both to the material 
and to the design, and conform with in-
structions given. 
Most women buy doyleys, suppercloths 
and similar articles with the design 
stamped on in readiness for working. If 
possible, it is a good idea to make up your 
own designs or select unusual and attrac-
tive designs and put them on yourself. In 
this way you may produce superior work 
or at least work which shows individuality 
and originality and should help you to gain 
extra points. 
All stitching should be correct, regular, 
even in length when required and even in 
spacing and tension. Work which requires 
padding should be well and carefully 
padded, usually with a thick thread. 
Most work is commenced with a few 
running stitches which are covered over 
completely with embroidery. There should 
be no knots and no loose ends. There 
should be no carry over threads from one 
piece of embroidery to another on the 
wrong side, the exception being French 
knots which cannot be ended off separ-
ately. 
To end off a thread the end should be 
taken to the wrong side, then run through 
some of the stitches at the back or com-
pletely hidden inside a completed piece of 
embroidery then cut off closely. In fact 
on close inspection the wrong side should 
be almost as neat as the right side. End-
ings in most cases should be invisible, but 
with many stitches it is not possible to 
make them entirely so. 
When work is completed it should be 
pressed. Care should be taken to press 
embroidery on the wrong side only. Press 
embroidery with an up and down move-
ment. Do not run the iron over the em-
broidered parts. If these directions are 
carried out the pattern should stand out 
and show up to advantage on the right 
side. 
Coloured Embroidery: 
Skill is required in the choice of colours 
and the arrangement and blending of the 
colours. 
Some designs lend themselves to a blend-
ing of colours. Other types of embroidery 
with bold designs lend themselves to rich 
colours and strong contrasts. 
Finally if the schedule stipulates hand 
work, it means handwork. 
Machine hemstitching is permissible on 
fancy work in preparation for a crochet 
edge. 
MACHINE WORK 
MUCH of what was said of handwork is also true for machine made articles. 
The final presentation is all important. 
As with handwork articles should be well 
pressed, folded carefully and in most cases 
boxed. Garments should be folded with 
layers of tissue paper between the folds, 
and be presented with a fresh, untouched 
appearance. As with handwork laundering 
is not permitted. 
When making a garment for exhibition 
purposes, select a style which is fashion-
able but not ultra modern. A simple com-
fortable style, well cut and well fitting 
always looks well. Care is necessary in 
choice of material and colour scheme, 
bearing in mind that styles, materials and 
colours which suit adults are not always 
in the best taste for young girls. 
Styles selected for babies' clothes need 
careful consideration, with the emphasis 
on comfort for the baby. 
Now we come to machine workmanship. 
Machine stitching should be small and 
regular with even tension on both sides 
of the work. The ends of machine threads 
need tying to prevent unripping. Joins in 
machining should have an overlap of at 
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least one inch immediately on top of the 
previous machining. 
Seams should be even, and machining 
straight, or regular. 
For exhibition purposes all garments 
have to stand up to a careful scrutiny on 
the wrong side. All raw edges should be 
neatened by overcasting with no loose ends 
of cotton left. 
Attention is necessary for often-
neglected details, the sewing on of 
buttons, shanking of buttons, working or 
making buttonholes correct methods of 
attaching press studs, hooks, eyes, zip-
fasteners and so on. 
Are you sure you know the correct way 
to slip hem, or that the hem on the frock 
is even? These are all points which if 
neglected will be picked up very quickly 
indeed by a good judge. 
When making children's clothes for 
exhibition, as at all other times good seam 
and hem allowance is essential. 
Trimmings should be suitable to the 
garments, well made and neatly finished. 
^JnoAe I lew ^J\itcnen Ch airA 
RE you concerned about new kitchen (or dining room) chairs—those nice shin-
L ing ones upholstered on to a chromium frame? 
There is always the possibility that the 
chair backs will in time become marked 
through continual lifting by the back rest. 
To keep these in good condition make open 
envelopes to fit over the top. Covers may 
be slipped on and off in a matter of 
seconds. 
Heavy quality clear plastic makes excel-
lent envelope covers. 
If the chair back is shaped, machine a 
narrow hem around the opening and insert 
narrow elastic. This makes the cover 
"hug" the chair back. 
Back and front of covers may be fastened 
together between the bars with a couple 
of press studs. 
If you wish to cover the chair seats with 
plastic, cut a paper pattern to the exact 
size of the seat. Add the depth of the 
seat plus one inch to each side. 
Round off the corners from the seat 
pattern. 
Turn in a narrow hem and sew in elastic. 
The elastic must be tight fitting. 
Slip cover over the chair seat. 
Alternatively, triangular darts may be 
sewn at the corners so that the cover slips 
over and fits without fullness. 
» * » » » » » » % % » » » — » » » » » » » % » » » » » » » » » » » » % i # » % » » % » » » » » » » » i » » % » » » » > i » » i % » % » ' 
A HINT FOR THE GARDEN 
Don't throw away that old garden hose, or odd short lengths of hose 
not needed in the garden. These are useful for tying shrubs, saplings, rose 
bushes and so on to stakes to save them from wind damage. 
Take a piece of hose about 12 inches or so in length, depending on the 
plant to be tied to a stake. Cut a piece of fencing wire six inches longer 
and thread through the hose, then bend each end of the wire to form loops. 
The hose is then put outside the stem, and the looped ends hooked 
together over the stake. This will hold the tree or shrub firmly without 
damaging the bark. 
—H.M.G. 
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MURESK AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
iDepartment of Agriculture) 
Parents are reminded that applications for 1963 admission to Muresk Agricultural 
College close on December 31 of this year. A preliminary selection of 1963 entrants 
is made after the Junior results are available early in 1962. 
The successful applicants then continue with Sub-Leaving, or higher studies, in 
1962. 
Before the course can be commenced students must have attained:— 
(a) Sub-Leaving Standard in English, Maths. A, Chemistry and Physics (including Magnetism and Electricity if possible). 
(b) Junior Standard Bookkeeping. 
Should places still exist for 1963 commencement after the preliminary selection 
early in 1962, they are filled in order of application during 1962, by qualified appli-
cants. 
Duration of Course.—Two years. 
Fees.—Approximately £185 per annum covering full residential charges. 
Scholarships.—Department of Agriculture (3), the "Countryman," and J. J. 
Poynton Memorial (2). 
Boarding Allowance.—Most Muresk students are eligible for the Education 
Department Boarding Allowance (£50 per annum). 
Full details of the College are obtainable from the Principal, Muresk Agricultural 
College, Muresk, W.A., or the Department of Agriculture, Perth. 
CONTROLLED 
RETICULATION 
with the New 860G2 
Set out here is a typical performance chart of one set of 
nozzle sizes taken from the large range of interchangeable 
nozzles. 
RAINEB Ho. 860G2 
SENIOR 
RAINER 
Single or 
Dual Nozz les 
Fully 
Guaranteed 
Compact and un-
usually rugged, 
(•his heavy duty 
Ratner covers a 
wide range of 
water application. 
Durable 5/8 inch 
spindle gives 
extra hours of trouble - free irrigation 
under toughest field conditions. The 
original GDG learing keeps out grit, 
dirt, sand and abrasives. This Ratner 
operated 8,928 hours in the field under 
sandy conditions without repairs. 
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